
Dear Senator Collamore,

I am writing in regards to the questions you sent to Assistant Secretary Anne Richard at the 
beginning of September.

For your reference, I am attaching the Notice of Funding Opportunity for the FY 2017 Reception 
and Placement (R&P) Program.  This funding announcement was issued in March of this year, 
and outlines requirements and expectations for proposals submitted (by both current and 
potential new resettlement agencies) for participation in the FY 2017 R&P Program.  As part of 
each national resettlement agency’s proposal, they are required to submit an abstract for every 
current or proposed new site in their network.  I’ve attached a sample abstract for your 
reference.

1.       Under your guidelines, what is the definition of LOCAL GOVERNANCE and GOVERNING 
ENTITY? (Please give us the citation to this definition.)  As you are aware, from the attached 
letter from the Board of Alderman, they were not consulted.

·         When proposing a new resettlement site, applicants must consult with stakeholders in the 
proposed new site.  Per the attached instructions (see page 15), participation must include 
representation from local governance (city and/or county, as applicable), among other state 
officials and entities.  This requirement is sufficiently flexible to account for the fact that the 
structure and scope of local governance varies widely in different communities across the 
country.  For example, what is appropriate in a large metropolitan area may not make sense in a 
more moderately sized city, and vice versa.

·         Applicants are also required to submit a letter of support from the proposed new site’s 
governing entity.  This refers to the organization proposed to manage the program in the new 
site. In most cases, this is the Board of Directors for the proposed new partner.

2.       What, EXACTLY, is the "application form" and how many pages is it?

·         There is no “application form” as such.  The attached Notice of Funding Opportunity lists 
all the information and documentation that must be included in a proposal for it to be considered 
for participation.

3.       Is this a public document? If so, under the FOIA guidelines, please provide the completed 
form. If not, what about the application makes it privileged or confidential?

·         The application itself is not a public document.  Once an award is made (likely in mid-late 
October), the Cooperative Agreement between PRM and the agency in question may be 
requested via the Department of State FOIA office.

4.       Would you provide us with a blank application form so that we can see what type of 
information it seeks?

·         Please see the attached.

5.       Would you explain if there are differences in requirements for immigrants vs refugees (ie., 
are communities required to offer services to only one, neither or both (ie., ELL)? Are there 



differences in their ability to apply for citizenship? Are there differences regarding possible 
deportation? Are there differences in their ability to have family members come to the US?

·         The services for which immigrants may be eligible vary widely, based on many factors, 
and these services are outside the scope of the Refugee Admissions Program.  Generally 
speaking, the benefits and services for which refugees may be eligible will also vary based on 
many factors, including time in the United States and location (See additional detail in response 
to #6).

·         If you would like to know more about what services and benefits are available to refugees 
currently living in Vermont, I highly recommend contacting the State Refugee Coordinator for 
Vermont, Denise Lamoureux.  She can be reached at eitherDenise.Lamoureux@vermont.gov or 
802-241-0429, and will be able to give you a more specific picture for Vermont.  For more 
general information about refugee benefits and programs, I suggest that you contact the Office 
of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) at the Department of Health and Human Services.  I 
recommend contacting Carl Rubenstein, Director of the Division of Refugee Assistance.  He can 
be reached at eitherCarl.Rubenstein@acf.hhs.gov or 202-205-5933.

·         For questions regarding admittance to and deportation from the United States more 
generally, I would refer you to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services at DHS.  I recommend 
contacting Katherine Brown in the Office of Legislative Affairs.  She can be reached at either 
Katherine.HS.Brown@uscis.dhs.gov or 202-272-1951.

6.       Is there Federal financial assistance to the State or Community, in any way, to assist in 
programs/housing/jobs/education for the refugees and, if so, for how long?

·         The Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) in the Department of Health and Human 
Services funds a wide variety of programs and services that are administered through states 
and local non-profit organizations, and which are designed to facilitate refugees’ successful 
transition to life in the United States and help them to attain self-sufficiency.  This includes time-
limited cash and medical assistance to new arrivals, as well as support for case management 
services, English language classes, and job readiness and employment services, among others.  
While Ms. Lamoureux can help you understand the refugee programs currently funded and 
available in Vermont, if you’d like to learn more about how ORR works with states and local 
communities, Mr. Rubenstein is an excellent resource. You may also be interested in visiting 
ORR’s website for full descriptions of their various programs.  http://www.acf.hhs.gov/orr

I hope you find this information useful.

Larry Bartlett

Lawrence Bartlett

Director, Refugee Admissions • Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration • U.S. 
Department of State


