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As you are aware, there have been many questions and concerns raised regarding the proposal 
to have the City of Rutland declared a new refuge settlement site. A number of our 
constituents have shared their frustration at the lack of transparency in this endeavour and 
have asked for our assistance in trying to get some of their questions answered.  
 
We will try to set out the questions clearly, together with any information we think might be 
helpful.  
 
1. Under your guidelines, what is the definition of LOCAL GOVERNANCE and GOVERNING 
ENTITY? (Please give us the citation to this definition.) As you are aware, from the attached 
letter from the Board of Alderman, they were not consulted.  
 
2. What, EXACTLY, is the "application form" and how many pages is it? 
 
3. Is this a public document? If so, under the FIOA guidelines, please provide the completed 
form. If not, what about the application makes it privileged or confidential? 
 
4. Would you provide us with a blank application form so that we can see what type of 
information it seeks?  
 
5. Would you explain if there are differences in requirements for immigrants vs refugees (ie., 
are communities required to offer services to only one, neither or both (ie., ELL)? Are there 
differences in their ability to apply for citizenship? Are there differences regarding possible 
deportation? Are there differences in their ability to have family members come to the US? 
 
6. Is there Federal financial assistance to the State or Community, in any way, to assist in 
programs/housing/jobs/education for the refugees and, if so, for how long? 

Of particular concern to us, are the actions of the proposed contractor VRRP.  In addition to 
the veil of secrecy they appear to be operating under, we have heard from the chair of the 
Manchester, NH city council that after the initial three months their VOLAG did little to help 
the refugees.  It is our sincere hope that they not only become more open and transparent 
but also that they are dedicated to the success of the families who move here.  
 
This is a difficult issue for many to get their arms around. The lack of information and 
answers to reasonable questions causes concern and fear for many. It would appear that, if 
this program is as successful and well thought out as many have said, that it would be 
extremely helpful to get these answers prior to the time the refugees arrive so that the 
Rutland Community can, indeed, be a welcoming Community. 

 
If you are unable to answer these questions, please direct us to the person(s) who can.


